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SPRAY SAFE

A FARMER TO FARMER COMMITMENT TO YOU




Date:  
August 11, 2017
To:
Stanislaus County Agriculture Industry Members

From:
Caitie Campodonico, Stanislaus County Spray Safe Planning Committee
Re:
Stanislaus County Spray Safe set for November 17, 2017– Sponsors needed
The Stanislaus County Spray Safe Committee invites you to be a sponsor for our annual event.  

Spray Safe is a voluntary program created by a group of farmers and the Alliance for Food & Farming to protect farm worker and public health by reducing the likelihood for exposure to pesticides through effective communications and farming practices.

There is no cost for attendees as all of the costs are underwritten through industry contributions, such as yours.

This event will take place on November 17, 2017, at 8:00 am at the Modesto Junior College Agriculture Pavilion.  This year we will again combine Spray Safe with Stanislaus Farm Bureau’s Safety Seminar.  We will provide classes in such areas as Pesticide Safety, Tractor Safety and Harassment Training for Fieldworkers.  These classes will be offered both in Spanish and English.

We have attached a checklist that shows how Spray Safe helps create a mindset that goes beyond regulations and develops a common-sense approach to pesticide applications that asks, “Is what I am doing not only within the legal requirements, but is it the most appropriate?”  Spray Safe participants are committed to improving communications and continuing education for neighboring farmers, workers, applicators, Pest Control Advisors and labor crews to use caution and ensure farm worker and public health near pesticide applications.

We also have the opportunity for industry peers to participate through the purchase of a vendor booth at our Trade Show.  Your company will have the opportunity to meet with our attendees and in the past one vendor sold two spray rigs at one event!  We have had up to 400 attendees at our events.

Your sponsorship will help assure the success of Spray Safe.  Enclosed please find the form for registering as a sponsor or purchasing a booth.  Please do not hesitate to contact Caitie Campodonico with any questions or concerns.  The Spray Safe Committee looks forward to partnering with members of our great Agricultural Industry.

Sincerely, 

The Spray Safe Committee


Stanislaus County Spray Safe Sponsorship Form
Organization: ______________________________ Contact person: ______________________
Address: __________________________________
Phone: _____________________________
Email Address: ______________________________

Donation:  
    Friends Sponsor ($250)   __________ 
Trade Show ($500)       __________
**Event Sponsor ($1,000)   __________
Other


  __________

** Event Sponsorship includes a Trade Show booth as well.
Please mail contributions to:
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau
Attn:  Spray Safe

P.O. Box 3070
Modesto, CA  95353
Contributions need to be received by Friday, November 3, 2017 to ensure recognition on the sponsor screens.  Please make checks payable to:  SCFB – Spray Safe 2017.  Credit Cards accepted.
If you have any questions please contact:
· Caitie Campodonico, Stanislaus County Spray Safe Planning Committee, Stanislaus County Farm Bureau. (209) 522-7278 – CaitieC@stanfarmbureau.org
Please e-mail a .jpg of your company logo or power point slide to be used before, during breaks and at lunch of the meeting to Caitie Campodonico at CaitieC@stanfarmbueau.org by November 3rd.  
Thank you for your participation!

Checklist

Wait!  Before a pesticide application, review this checklist to ensure that all safety precautions are in place to prevent drift and protect workers and your neighbors.

(  Think About the Consequences.
Have you thought through the consequences if drift occurs under the present conditions?  Will you expose people or make them ill?  Will you subject your company to an investigation?  Will you or your company face lawsuits?

(  Watch for Work Crews, Cars, Pedestrians and Others.
Have you communicated effectively with your PCA, applicator and neighboring farmers? Are you aware of crops produced in the surrounding fields and the routines of neighboring field crews?  Remember, attention should be given to harvesting crews, but also when there are only one to two workers in a neighboring field, cars are driving past the field or pedestrians are walking nearby.

(  Talk to Your Neighbors.

Have you checked with your neighboring farmers about an upcoming pesticide application? Do you have the names and phone numbers of neighboring farmers and/or their foremen?

(  Inform Your Workers.
Has your work crew or labor contractor been informed about activities taking place in your field or in surrounding fields? Do they know they should stop work and leave the premises if there is a possibility of exposure to pesticides or unsafe conditions?

(  Prepare Fields Properly.
Have you prepared the field properly prior to the application? For fumigants, has the    ground prep been done correctly to ensure that the soil is ready?  When field posting or notification is required, make certain it is done prior to the start of the application.

(  Check Wind Patterns and Weather Conditions.
Are there weather conditions present which could negatively affect the application (i.e., fog or heat)? Is there a wind pattern associated with a certain time of day?  Do you have a mechanism onsite to monitor wind changes or the lack of wind?  Is this mechanism visible to ground or aerial applicators? 

( Communicate with Your Applicator.
Is there direct communication with the ground applicator or the pilot so that an application can be stopped or altered if necessary?  Does the applicator know that you want him/her to stop if something goes wrong?
Remember, extreme care should be taken when applying a chemical around a school or near a residential area.
